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SHADE - The Dark Side Of The Landscape

One of the fundamentals of growing plans Is sunlight. Take i away and plants die. Yat some planis
actually do well in limited light envireaments. B your landscape is light deficient you do have quile a
lew oplions, but you have 1o be carelul when you go onbo the dark side,

The Dark Side of Shade
If plants are net adapted io shaded Shade Leaves...
conditions they will becorme stressed and 1. Ars ot any mane sfficiant Mhan
weak leaving them open to  attack. s leaves, eventhing & fust
Maonsters in the form of fungal opporunists ROWEr i mEe e R e ok of
lurk in the darkness of shade and attack W R T POIOS T eSS
weaker plants, Some shaded siles can be
too wet of oo dry depending on the soils 2. Respond to short duration “sun
and canopy, creating waler stress, fiacks” - 5-10 seconds of gt that
oot fall of the ol diphf
Evolution and Acclimation avalaple fo the shaded plant
Survival depends on ability to adapt to during e day
competition for sunlight and changing .
environmental condiflons. Many shrubs :?. Have mmmi
evolved in a natural habitat of the lorest i
understory and floor. Matural undarstory wmsmwh
light Is .5%- 35% of full sunkght, 50 thase

planis had fo develop Shade Tolerance,
the ability of plants to perform
phodosynthesis under low light conditions.
The whole plant slows down in growth, and
also produces less of the axtras lika
Plorwiirs.

fMaailable light changes plant mombology
by dropping leaves, and producing mew
shisde leaves,

Shade Leaves are larger in Size,
thinner and lesa pubescent than sun
leaves.
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What is Partial Shade?
34 hre direct L
anything less Is full shade
{Full Sun is & o mare hrs of
direct sun after 10:00am.)
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The Shady Side Of Landscaping

Benefits of shady sites

When shady sites are properly planied with
atiractive shade iolerant shrubs and small
ormmamentals that not only swnvive, but also
thrive, it can turn a difficult site into an
afiractive casis, The low ght intensty creales
a calm, peacedul, and resitful lealing. A shady
site can be a cool, lusgh green refuge from the
hot summer sun. Plants in shady sites can also
be lower maintenance becawse of not only
slower growth, bul less irrigation is needed
because of decreased evaporation from fhe
sun. Sedecting shade talerant shnubs and small
ormamentals from tha st provided onlina [link)
offers a shady site the beauty of change-
patterns  of light and shade, coloss,
and SEas0ns,

Make the most out of a shady site

Selact shade tolerant shrubs or small
armamenals that alss will thrive with the other
sita conditions; including water evailabdity, soil,
paliution, pH and site use,

How to deal with shade
1. Planned Replacement-
plant whatewer you wang, replace
when they die
2. Cut down all your trees
3. Paint evarything white and
put mirrors everywhare
4. Install kghting
SELECT SHADE TOLERANT
PLANTS!

Growing Shade Tolerant Plants at
Glacier Oaks / McHenry County Nuraery

Within any growing fiebd, just lke in the
landecape, we lace a wanety ol soil fypes,
porosity, pH, organic matber content, fertility
levels, air pockets, microclimates, and
imigation issues, as well as sun and shadae,

We generally don't, howaver, heve shady
fiekds in which one might assume woulkd be the
best pleca to grow shade tolarant plams To
accommodate the hight needs of plants we
divide tham between the shede loving and the
shade toleran. Shade loving plants ane grown
in containers In & well-balenced and edequaiely
(nat overly) fedilized soil-less medium wader
filtared shadea of larga treas in our holding area.
Thie growing regime we use lof our conlainens
fenvors noot growth. We check pH and elactrical
conduclivity weakly 1o make sure we ana
praviding encugh for each plant group but not
oo mwch, mirimizing un-oll and wasie,
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Examples of plants for shade
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