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River Birch -
A Noteworthy Native

Birch and thair Alder relatives, are bghtwaight trees fram the korest iinges, adupted 1o poor solh and extenes of dicwaht or wet. Bich we the hardiest of
broadieal reen with specaes srowing all the wiey up 1o the sundra, The &0 or 1o species of Bach vary mently by bark cofion, but Betula nigra, known a Redl
bimch, Water Birch, or Black biech, but mow commanly m Bver Biechy i one of most adasteble 1 sies, daemes, and heat. | s aho the lingewt of sur native
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bizhes, and & ore of the meut widewpresd in wege, growing neunaly i 30 nates, Tor moil of the Easern haf of the LS (ural the praivie sods begin),

Fiver bisck bas o Fight, delicate sppesrence, with wmall bt dense
branches thet bow wndeer the weight of ipdrm catking, Transder lesves
Aumer in the wind, light green in speing ard su=mer and velow in Ll
Papery sheets ol cream-colored bak peel
sy 59 revedl 1amon o dnnaman brown,
CHder wunks are dark reddish o srapish
bugwen with deep fdpe. A young River
Bich will be pyramiclsl in lomm, rounding
oul with matuity, Moil e sold
commerdally m dump lorm, and have &
masimum  wiagal effect when i:lll'llld
in drenps,

A hesthy birch showld be shle i
bee up b 50 yean. Bul masy In
whan sites have a lhespan les
than B0 pean

hlde catiin fom on brench 8o in the fal, and matee in the
Soring. Female cotbira appear in earlr Spring with the leaves, and the
Boweers are wind polineted (see box below). The winged seeds ripen
by earky summer, ared are dapersed by wind or water (River Birch is the
only birch thet huits in sprirg). "Water & imporiant in the wild because
the seeds land on maist allevial shores where they can guickly germirate
ered grossy, horming Sickess.

Mary loresi ron el on wind 1o
spread ther polen, and developed
smple open Aowen that harg in
dusters hom the bare branches in
garly spring. Withoui the need 1
siraci poliraron, wird  polineed
Bowers can be small sreen, and
withcet petah or scent,
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Site- The Most Important Factor

River Blach geows a5 a cancpy tree in woodlends and alorg sunny
edues. They con be pown in open sy weas in the bindhcape,
ﬂpnd.:hlﬁm that sre wet @ porson of the yesr, and with achdic sall.
The ataciive lomm ard bark of the Rover Biech, oy well a3 s reviatance
o Boece Bich Bomer male i & walushle omamental tee in Mideest
lerdscapes.

Wit i fnt geosath aned esiensive ot gpatem, & can be vsed for
erashan contnad along banks, sd o quickly establish trees disturbed shes
(aha uied in wip mine recksatan). In reeabiihing e, River bisch
usually Fellows "Willow and & then repleced by other hardwonds ees
(s, Bich i cme of the bee species with ot the? lomm mycorhizae,
wihich helg chisin numents i the redamation of poarn degraded saik
ior mare info wee A Wied of Csafion on Feslizng Wondy Flans).

R Bich b Ry aaicly ransplambed, bt ey g have pirefer some
spechl see condiions, ool moist sl are prefened, bt River Bich
cen groew in diy soils F thelr netusally shallosw roots can be encowsged
go down deep. They love scidic sl (pH<8.5 prefesed), and can
groee in pleces (sineam batioess, ool =ine drinege) that are foo eckdic
(nH 24 for other handwoods grow. Thiey will iolersie some chey, bt
If too dlefine can develop irom chicecais.

Riwer Bech can tolerate Aooding i s less than & quarter of the
growing semon, and can grow in sods thet ee wateriogged haf of the
segwon. They do not ickerste chade, 81 8 plosesr species ey need ful
sun from germination o mathaity, They will, howeser, wekome some
ahemoon shade o coo! the roce, and can e successhully growm on the
Miowth or East side of baildings.
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s Take Good Care of Your Binch

B Aher chooing the right site, mulching and
waleniey ae mosl imporant facton in growing
haalthy Riwer Birch. Mudch s crigical in moderating
hemmperature and peoteciing shallow oot from the
sun a5 well a5 corserving water. krigetion may be
mq.&cdhmpﬂrldrqmrrmm,mmdﬂlur
waterirg (slowhy and deeply once & week) wil
maintain Birch duting the growing season, They
will needd at least 37 per woeek when lemperatures
we aver P, Irigation should be decressed by
September 50 they can prepane bor winter,

River Birch -
A Noteworthy Native

Tough Trees
Lsually the problems ween in Bier
Biech are cosmetic, not fatal but menely o
biological nerdival techinigue developed
io survive in exreme condiBors. They
2 make il heough summer drought bul
wil drop leaves and ever smal branches
o ot down on water los (see sde
boa). Mast drowshi-demeged plants,
even I completely delolisted, will

Dhrought iclerators (ke River
Birch} hwve shallower and
wsualy mace Bhraua oot bt
bhave dio evobved mechanisms
by v withoat wasber for a
tire by adiating leaf stomata
bo memimize photonenibesis
dusing siress.

(See Deought 5o Bad Tree
Chase Dogs!

recover and return fo noemal i the water sires i relieved. Give it &
dmrnemrrmm.nrdih]‘mﬂdl:lcﬁ:wﬂ'tnmﬂ. IF the wems are
atil phable. there it 4 sood chance il will produce healthy leaves the
Folowing season, You can prune dead branches, but Birch are one of
the species that ‘bleed” sap if prumed in the Sprrg,

nmul;i:lmhu'n{ﬁqimum.iﬂ:l. bane of owr native Biech species, i
attracted by a t;hcmlul mlﬂd Hmﬂudm:lml. which & pradu:td I:rr ]
stressed birch, River birch is the only rative species thet do not produce
this chemical, making it resistant to the pest, (Oxher Binch ase able 1o fend
off the Brose Birch Borer 1 bealthy and stresshee)

A, Rwer Birch esublished in the proper site with litle stress can
fernd off mast insects and disesses. In realy wet vear, Biver Birch may
have some leal spot end lose inner leaves eady. Old age, damage, or
wter siess can make @ mone susceptible 1o prablems, but & healthy bee
wil usilly be desase e,

Birch In the Forest 3
EI'I‘ET hd'l- &ne Fﬂul'id in
OuskfHickory, OukiGumleypeess, and SN
ElmiAsh/Cotromesd fosess. The natur! (TS
habitat of Bver bich, the botombnd 3 .
herdwood lomst, b abo home to wildife. 5

River Birch can be & resting site foe water. B4
fowl and supply food and cover bor many athers. Binds such & rulfed
wrouse, wild turkey, and othen oot the seeds and white-talled deer
ke the Falia
GO Rosts- Caniainer Grewing to Rield Growing

Grower and propagstor, Mary T. McClelland (of our sister
company Cilacier Clals Munignd, propagases the majority of our River
Bich by softwood cutirss. The storges cuttings are developed inta
birers, and are grown in pots hor sevieal yean B we st bor a vigonoos
top and & wellbeanched oot srtem. Small container plents are then
shified wp to larger contsinens depending on the species, and
mhnurwm.humhm
out in the foreit soil of our growing lields and spaced o develop &
heavy specimen clump. We wenly imastion by oo lines 1o beep the
Bach bom shutting down in dry periods.

Planting Birch

River Birch ane ore of the Spring-only dug Fees. Sprirg s also the best
sesmon to plent Brch, but they can be planied in fll (prefenbly by the
ﬂ-:rnl:ﬂdubﬂ] il:li.lg In &wmﬁguﬂmﬂﬁdmhm
in our (GO Yad '[u'lr Mﬁfm_ﬂmmjl Trees can be h'aruplnnhﬂﬁtrlr
time of yewr a1 long & they dug in the conect tme, plarded o coemect
dhepth, amd well watered and mulched in Thein new siie. (see "Boat Tips)

Cultivars  "Lie King'/ Fox Villey® River Birch

(Chicagoland Geown)-
The mund uniom habe and atractive bark s maimized when plarsed agaiet o dark backeround.
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