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THE Luncs oF THE EArTH - CONNECTING THE Dorts

The headbne read "County esrm ‘I on desnair report”,
{Hnrﬂ'mr:l HEIH} The county wasn't ook or Los J"'.rngtlﬂ. it wwas
.'H"E"lﬂ'd‘" {:n.mt;,r. IL. In the Aumenican Lu.ng Jﬁuiﬂ:iﬁmJl*SLﬂh n’ the
Air 2005 Repodt the upper Midwest states had the most cties with the
woest yearround particle pollution levels and rared second only 1o
Calitomia with the most cities with the mast urhealthful ozone |:|-m The
Chicago-Maperdle-Mickigan Cry segion was ranked 18th for woen
wear-round parbches, 13t wonk lor shad-benm particher and 22nd word or
orone,

Heow could MeHeny County with no othe and towrm over
40,000 people get & T for sir polhtion 7 The answer i in the @ Ozone
alert deys recosded between 200! & 003, Ozone is created from the
l:lunir'-g of Fossil Fueels in Cars trucks and pOer planh. Hﬂuﬂ:ﬂ:m i
vapon kom Pl mi with nilrosen sxide in the air 33 car andl Bucks ot 1!
idling in tralfic. Combined with sunshine and wam tesmpentures, no il
wind of min 4 toeic gay s created that bum the Ening of the human lunm, e . 1
Mary widnersble goups, such as childen, eldedy and people with | = '-;-:': Jh:m\i_' ‘-_':_ . .
asthms or resplratory problems are ot risk of luing dease or I:I'Tu;r borone layer sheiding the rest -ar mﬁ:;;
premature Sesth, wynlarn fioem the Earth's harmiul alfects

" ' ¥ Thee woorst counties such a1 Cook, Lake and Mdwakee meeved Fi", became the like and impemesble

; cover combing to back up and hold the pollution over the densest populations in the wemer, Amphing
“% that cools the earth's surlaze can areatly reduce the possisdity of Onone alert days. Aryshing, that &,
— :u|:|1 o rees.

rr-ui.rﬂ-l-lj-'mI]'-lnnjr-u-pﬁmrn:lung:l!unnvimnmlrirndninﬂ:ﬂuhrmﬂurmm&r
ward g polduticn. Shed af making less pefluting vehicles and having more people take mass Bansit e dde
- Izrinl:tuﬁrpn"uﬁnngim|:||:|:|:rrn-.rr|:|.rr|rrrrlrrdﬁnnlngr:nmﬁfnniﬂﬁﬁ:f\didmhmmmmmmub:u
g . witches brew of Foating dievel particer, Ozone g and dust

Oine hundred mees on the other hand pull in fve tons of COF and 1000 pounds of ofer pallutants from the atmesphere sach
year. That is the equivelent of the emissions from one car per year. While these lungs of nature are likering the air we beeath &l teough
the summser mont they are also thading the sarth undemeath snd reflecting the sun badk, which courten the buldup of the condition
thet tngger e Diione aleds, Aryore who het ever stood under & lirge lorest canopy can Sesbly that e av o dehrbely cooler
an alee Pregher,
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MeHerry Courty 1 not unique in
the wardd today. Rational mdividuals make
decislan sveny day whiere they by bo s

imize their benelits and reduce their coss, e The American Lung Asodation’s
Yet becanse we have difficulty matching e State of the Alr Analyils Is based on
up the shorterm benelits with the long I . ' data collected by the USEPA. The
lerm ;.:!u-: :::ru ol ;i: -El-ltillil:ln'l leans 2 counthes with the most Ozone m‘
we rely e ot sesonel. The comiatve IR ) Yeur-round particis pollution, and
thori-term partide pollution days

E‘”EI:I: l.:||: EVEMFORE I'I'I-cIL:ll'lE sheet-berm : - jet ined the Grade b
gratification decmicns leads o a4 tragc :
wat given throughout the country.

long-term outcome. The weskest pay lor
the costs that the drangest don’t want bs best. I & inlerconnected wordd thouh Worst 10 Countles In:

you can nan bt you canmet hide. The costs in the lang run will not be svsidable
oy anyone, Everyone wil pay, whesher through declining health or increased
health care conts and higher tases.

Charging our habits te prevent the conditiors that cause Ozone alests does
not seem b be within cur nahwre, 'When individush come together in groups or
oganizakions, the propensty For wrational behavior i uggr.wul:ed. Called

Gmun -|-|1-'nl‘..- the result is that decisions are u5|.|a||'g|I made on & crisis I:-'r crisis lmasis. wil

The cosk of mhrng the prul:-m'n:- are .]l-l.l-dhl' 0 nn:J'li:i'l'rvr that wETY by 3 HIHH'I'!
preventive decsions are ewer entetsined. The benehits of paanting bees ane Hamilon i
dwarled on a shortberm basis by the cotls incumed in the annual budgets. Unless 9, Clark 9.

avilage or other gavernment agency has a long-term capital budget that allows the 0. Mclean T T e—
cosh of planting and maintaining rees to be amortized over 20 to 30 years the

burden of ree planting s olen shifled 1o the private sector, For ind " hack out the

American Lung Aizoclation website

new development can be iu:riFind under the health, s.:Fcr:.r and weksre POWETS of e m - m.l'ungchkﬂn.wg
locd governments. There is a clear newus to improving the heakh, safety and
welse of the locs comminity. Resistance hom the private sector Bo ary
sodiional costs Nequires & traimed prnFHsinr\J stall ko ovenee the implemer'hﬁnﬂ ot the

ordinances. [k sl rEauUines & p-u-th:.ll will an the part of the elected officials. Fd*r: can oken _— e
erupt aver the remeval of a single ree threatening the huture ol the entire farest.

Mandating that the private sector plart and maintain more trees as part of

With o that & knewn about the benehits tees being o the human community toduy mest .
regont are lowng more [ored canopy than i being replanted. The upper Midwest, with t‘
high humidity and sprawling populibons i competing with Calidomia for the wars air
pnl-.llinn lnd ¥t ey Fq-.- communities prodect Il'qi.r existing Canopy et -le;:ﬂr increasing it
Theee are & myrisd of ressons why we ane neglecting $his imporiant compament of our human
s bl ] and will be epinred in oUr nest iuE.




