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TREET et
MART " TREES
MONEY TALKS!

F the pat arsces am thees and w4 vwe laaked 3 ol the benelits tha eame with
a Cireen habitet - benefits 1o cur property walues, ab and water, childen and
cursehes. & seems bke a no-brainer that we should plant rees in as mary places as
possible; but in the real world the money for planting trees and maintaining them has
b compete for limited funds with the ather necessities of fiving in the medemn world.

Aroa recent Amenca i Bloom KdeOR
Luncheon’ in Roddord, Lanchcape Auchitect seas
Doug Hoer spoke shout bow space could be
found in sidewalis, center medians, walls,
bmpposts, moftops and parking lots to Bt tees and plants in eisting ciyscapes. Doug’s shdes of
prajects throughout the Midwest revealed a genius lox, 83 he said, creating 'mone green and less grey’.

¥ course he was spesking to the choir. The sudience o park pemonnel, gasdenens, and plinis
people wene very receptive, enaugh so that the new Mayor waes compelled to publcly thes bis sup-
port behind changing the standards for the oty 1o incomporate Greening into all

infrastructane improvernents, E} =T j

The redlity thoush & thet Greening & an aherthousht when the ensineers, srchitects. and -
politicians get together to slice up the municipsl hog. Except in Chicago.
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Im Chicage, the Mayer has ot only gven the rormal lin senvice to Besutification’, be kas thrown et :
the provertilal Chy Clout behind It resuling in praise: from all comens of the world, But the Cliy
dida’t just plant $00,000 rees because they e pretty, the Clty is planting every comer sad rochiop
because they've got Sireet Seaets, Everyone knows In Chicass — Money Talks

lm What maney are we talling about? The money that comes bom incressed sabes and propery tax revenues and fees,

~e——4d  The money thet is ssved on sormwater controk, energy usage, polluion cesnup, and avoidance of penalties. The

. 5 ?kﬂlﬂ' #nd siate tex dollars that can be recovered In grants and loans. The money that & donsted or paid For advertising

J,L.Li by the pvate sector b suppod Oreening projects. Thicsgo even used fedenl 'wellare to work' funds to train local
residents 1o oktain jobs in the Green bndustry,

In addition, money spent on Greening wsuslfy stays in the community and is ceculsted locally adding & mubiplier effec o
the ariginal autlay.
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Calculating the exact amount of money
that a City or county can gef in both the short
term and the long ferm i & caunting task,
Lucl:lh' For ArTyOrE with & Eomipuler ard a lile
training therne are sOme wery 5|:||:||'| Shcated
315 based programs to calculste the dollar
benefits for any sprcir‘-n: site conditions. Oine
program, creabed by Amenican Forests called
CITY green, takes advantage of the natural
ecosystems fo produce the maximum
economic berefits for your oty (see CITY green insed

Foresters and afborist, lencuse planners, engineers and land-
scape anchitects can use these new IS mapping programs o estimate
the cost of iree losses rom development and the benefits rom incresse
planting, preservation and mentenance. Stratesic planting of Green
canopics can help madmize the benefis and minimize the costs,
Lhtilizing the existing ecosystem services in o ciy allows Greening
improvements 1o be cost effectively brought to the neediest areas of
the city.

Cities acrass the LS., kom Eosncke, WA to Salem, OR, have
wed dollar Oreening benefits based on spechic site conditions to set
Canopy Cover goas, cool parking lot heat islandsy, tackle air pollution
and manage stormeater runolf. In Washington D satellte mapping
photos showed that the: ity had lost 4% of s Tree Canopy aver a
twehve year period. The photos ceusht the amention of & Charitable
Foundation, which donated 350 million 1o improve and revitalize the
city's trees. Houston, TX calodsted the loss of Tree Canopy ws
costing them 338 milkon annually in sir polution removel services and
2937 millicin n shormsater managemens BETWICES.
I:ww.a.mm':dn.‘:l.rnn.mg}

These are not insignificant amounts of money. The negative
impact of Tree Canopy lon in many cities starts slowty and Rnishes
guickly. The expaneriial rature of the collsse of the Lidsan Fanest can
thecw & oty o & spiral of declime that may take decades o undo and
bilicns of dollas o repair. Clies todey have to put the health and
expansion of their Tree Canopies into their long term plans and land
use ordinences with mandatory enforcement requirements, Organizing
the community #ound tree preserdation and planting i an escellent
way o build community pride and attract ke minded visitors and
nesidents, which grestly impeoves & cities bottom line. But it is more
than beautfication we are talking sbout. "We are talking big bucks in
savings and revenue, and we al know 'Money Talks!'

American Foresis CITY green GIS solftware
analysis of the dollar value benefit of Urban
Ecosystem Services.

CiTYgreen Is a powerful GIS computer
application for land-use planning and
policy-making. The program analyses
Somwater runoff; Alr Quallty; Summer
Energy Savings, Carbon Storage and
Avoldance snd Tree Growth.
CTYgreen creates Brosd reglonal studles or
detalled small tite ssresiments, Ecologlcal
maps showing resource values, Models for
future growth, Colorful presentations, and
Automatic reports and summaries.

Using CITYgreen Planners can model

landscape ordinances. Engineers can estimate
the impact of tree ko and dormwater

management costs. Urban foresters can justiy
Increases In maintenance; planting; and

preservation. Educators can teach forestry,
environmental studhes, and landicape

techniques. Worlchops train students in the
software and introduce ArcView for Windows
GI5. Mo prior experience it necessary. For
more Information of CITY green tralning call
American Forests; af (20T) 737-1944




